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OUR VISION FOR PAGES OF
EMPOWERMENT
To see the local church strengthened and its commission to reach this
world accelerated.
To see this accomplished by the empowering of the individual
members of that local church to become all that God has called them
to be.
To see the wounded restored, the despondent encouraged, the
apathetic challenged, and those already valiant empowered to go to
greater heights.
To see every believer walking in intimacy with the King and daily
reaching out to embrace the destiny that He has for them.
To see the church make the transition from being a sheepfold into an
army barracks. Not to neglect the shepherding of God’s people but to
have, at all times, the clear objective of that shepherding: the raising
up of an army of faith-filled warriors to do the work of the kingdom.

HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE
As an individual devotional, reading one chapter at a time.
As a group devotional, using the questions supplied as a basis
for discussion.
As a small book, read in one sitting, as a point of inspiration
and empowerment.
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INTRODUCTION
For those of you that have read Volume One and are already onboard, welcome
back.
For those of you joining us for the first time, let me recommend to you that you
search out a copy of our first volume. In it you will find the inspiration to believe that
you are greatly loved by the Lord and that His heart toward you is not one of
condemnation but encouragement.
Our second volume will now address the issue that has provided so many with so
many questions. Why is it that bad things sometimes happen to good people? Can we
play a part in the eventual outcome of such incidents in our lives? Is it really true
when people tell us that “good can come of it”?
So many have allowed their bewilderment concerning these issues to leave them
vulnerable to resentment and anger. However, we will see together that it is the
Lord’s intention for such incidents to result in the empowerment of our lives in the
present and the equipping of our lives for the future.
Sound ridiculous? Proceed with me now as we talk about turning tragedy into
triumph.
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CHAPTER ONE:

TERROR ON THE SLOPES

“HE WILL STRIKE AND HEAL IT;
[SO THAT] THEY WILL RETURN
TO THE LORD”
ISAIAH 19:22
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CHAPTER ONE:

TERROR ON THE SLOPES
With a blur of mind-numbing terror I hurtled off the edge of the snow-covered
ravine...
It had all started with the well-meaning attempts of the local Baptist Church to get
me recommitted to the Lord. They had been willing to take me on a ski trip with the
youth group in order to restore this most dedicated of backsliders.
For two years I had resisted the most brilliant of preachers but now the Lord’s grace
was about to take on a brand of “tough-love”.
Upon reaching the snow, it was quickly established that I was a disaster on the skis.
So they gave me a toboggan with some basic instruction: “head out the front, use
your feet out the back as a rudder and brakes...”
I saw this magnificently steep slope that ran parallel to a very dangerously steep
slope for which there were strong warnings to stay away from. I headed off with a
cavalier air of “watch me, I can do anything!”
As I was rapidly gaining considerable speed, I felt the excitement and adrenalin
mounting. It was an awesome feeling!
But then I hit the bump. It was just a little bump, but a little bump at the right speed
can carry you a looooong way! In a fraction of a second I had changed course
dramatically and had launched into the most terrifying ride of my life. I hurtled down
an almost vertical slope on the mountain with everything screaming past me at an
unbelievable rate. Those watching later commented that it was an incredible looking
sight!
Ahead I saw that I was heading straight for a blur of people and managed to scream
one more time before the toboggan and I went through the “blur” like a knife
through butter.
The “blur” was the baptist picnic party! They scattered, as sandwiches sailed
heavenward and parents dived to protect their children.
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CHAPTER ONE:

TERROR ON THE SLOPES
They had been sitting in front of a very large hunk of granite. I hit the granite. The
toboggan exploded into pieces. I bounced off the granite and hit the snow. I
staggered to my feet with my left side mangled and the right side of my head pumping
out blood.
What I saw then will live with me forever. He was an English man with a handlebar
moustache and tartan things wrapped around his lower legs. His eyes took in my
bloodstained, twitching body and he said: “Oh I saaay, are you all right?” Alright?!
So what good could possibly come out of something like that?
Dear friend, what do you think I was doing in those brief moments of being hurled
down the side of that ravine? Repenting! And, after I repented, I volunteered for
every mission field I could think of!
What months of preaching had not achieved, that toboggan achieved in a fraction of
the time. Then I had ten days in Waikato hospital to cement those new commitments
into a more intelligent rededication of my life to the great Creator of snow-covered
mountains.
So, at a relatively tender age, I had discovered a truth that I was to see worked out
again and again in the following four decades: pain, when responded to correctly, can
bring forth new life!
The same incidents of life that carry such potential to maim and destroy, also carry
incredible potential to bring wisdom, compassion and grace into our lives.
In our time together in this volume, I trust that the Holy Spirit will show you that pain
and it’s numerous origins does not have to destroy us but can, in fact, be used to
empower us for the future.
The enemy has no right to afflict you. His lying tactics, sent to harass and condemn
you, have no legal foundation. God’s intention is to release you from such unjust
afflictions of the soul and to see you set free to live a full and productive life. His
loving commitment to that end is unswerving and persistent.
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CHAPTER ONE:

TERROR ON THE SLOPES
Part of that process is an understanding of the truth concerning how those times of
pain in our lives can be turned into a powerfully positive motivation for the future.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER:
Think of incidents in which the extremity of the situation ended up turning the heart
of the individual towards the Lord. Why do you think this is so?
Why do you think it is that many who have experienced such incidents do not turn to
the Lord but become bitter instead?
Name some people (write them down) that you either know or have heard of that
appear to be afflicted in some manner but have a wonderful overcoming attitude.
Why do you think this is so?
Discuss (or meditate upon) this thought.
In every experience of life there are two objectives: the devil’s objective and God’s
objective. It is our response that chooses which one will prevail.
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CHAPTER TWO:

HEALING FOR THE
WOUNDED

“THE CHASTISEMENT FOR OUR
PEACE WAS UPON HIM, AND BY
HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED.”
ISAIAH 53:5
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CHAPTER TWO:

HEALING FOR THE WOUNDED
A warrior that goes into battle with unattended wounds is at a disadvantage. In the
very heat of the battle itself there may be wounds enough. First he should attend to
previous wounds and assess his readiness for combat. To enter battle in a healed
state is to enter it with a greater potential for victory.
And so it is with our series. We must spend a little time and consider well the
miraculous process of God’s healing in the life of His wounded ones.
“By His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5) not only refers to the obvious healing of
our physical bodies, but also to our mind, memories and emotions. The Lord’s
intention is to have us totally whole. His selfless sacrifice on calvary was not only for
our spiritual salvation but also for the entirety of who we are. The objective was, and
is, for who we are to accurately reflect the beauty of His own nature. For that to be
fully achieved in us all, His healing is vital.
If you do not consider yourself such a one, and are “chomping at the bit” to get into
our conquest, then consider these three points.
Firstly, some wounds are well hidden. They are as blindspots in our lives that we
have never acknowledged. So, perhaps, our lingering on this for a while may give the
Holy Spirit the opportunity to bring to the surface some unrealised point of threat in
your own life. If so, keep clearly in focus His unconditional love and acceptance of
you as an individual. He will never initiate anything to hurt or damage His loving
intention in your life. Dare to trust Him enough to be honest and vulnerable in His
presence.
Secondly, it is every Christian’s call to care sincerely for their fellow soldier in Christ.
Consider Paul’s clear instruction in Philippians 2:4.
“Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of
others.”
Even if you feel that you have no woundedness at this point of your life, Paul’s
injunction compels us to learn for the sake of others so that we can assist them into
His healing.
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CHAPTER TWO:

HEALING FOR THE WOUNDED
I think of the amazing example that Jesus has left us in this regard; a life that was so
devoted to the serving of others. That example now calls us to be instruments of
healing to God’s wounded ones that we know.
John 13:14-15
"If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet."
The healing grace of Jesus was freely given and we must freely pass it on.
Thirdly, the very nature of the battle in which we are engaged demands of us that we
forge very strong biblical convictions about that which the Lord is achieving in us at
any given time. In particular, this is critical of those times when it appears that the
enemy is raging and the Lord’s defence is slow in coming.
And so, we will continue for a while to discover together the powerful process of
seeing yesterday’s wounded warriors become tomorrow’s heroes of faith.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER
What are some of the obvious areas in which many today need the grace of God’s
healing?
Do you see evidence of a wounded spirit in the lives of any that are close to you?
Can you think of practical ways in which you might be able to contribute towards
their healing process?
Do you see any such areas still not fully healed in your own life?
Realise afresh that Jesus has already paid the full price for your own healing and the
healing of others. Tell Him right now that you are willing to receive that grace into
your own life and for the sake of others.
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CHAPTER THREE:

THE FRUIT OF PAIN

“AND WE KNOW THAT ALL THINGS
WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD
TO THOSE WHO LOVE GOD,
TO THOSE WHO ARE THE CALLED
ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE.”
ROMANS 8:28
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CHAPTER THREE:

THE FRUIT OF PAIN
I want to talk about the creation of wells of life from out of yesterday’s betrayals,
contradictions, misunderstandings, relational conflicts, or failures.
I want to talk about the redemptive power of the love of God to take tragedies and
forge them into triumphs.
I want you to experience in reality the truth that declares: “The darkest night
becomes the birthplace of the brightest dawn”.
I want to talk about the process that takes the greatest negatives of your life (the
most painful of memories) and forges them into the cutting edge of tomorrow’s
ministry unto others.
About now you may be saying “brilliant rhetoric but does it actually work?” The truth
is that many thousands can join with me to testify that this has been the case in our
own lives. Let me share with you some personal testimony.
Around 1986 we went through what we referred to at the time as our “dark night of
the soul”. This was a time of rejection and betrayal by those that we had served,
loved and trusted.
During those fourteen months of constant attack, we watched as an increasing
percentage of what the Lord had allowed us to build over the previous fourteen
years was torn down and lay like rubble at our feet. We lost people, buildings,
property, our house, and our Christian school. However, the most difficult loss of all
was that of friends. The real pain was that of seeing those once close to your heart
not being able to understand and drawing away.
With our own hearts knowing nights of weeping and a myriad of unanswered
questions, we had to try and protect our children and the church people from the full
onslaught of that which was happening.
God spoke to us about keeping love pre-eminent in our hearts; and by His grace we
were able to do that.
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CHAPTER THREE:

THE FRUIT OF PAIN
I remember His instructions to me at a time when I was incapable of grasping
anything but the simplest of statements: “keep your intimacy with Me, and your
integrity with others”, “respond God-ward and do not react man-ward”.
Yes, there was many an oasis of His reassurance during this time but the
overwhelming nature of our loss made it hard to appreciate them fully.
But what did this season of contradiction result in?
The result was not only an eventual healing of relationships (due to wonderful acts of
God’s restoring grace) but a depth of understanding being imparted into our own
lives.
It resulted in compassion and mercy being birthed in our spirit, an identification with
the pain of others that has released a significant part of our ministry.
It was as if the Lord allowed us a crash-course in everything that could possibly go
wrong in the life of one in the pastoral ministry! And now, with so much of our time
ministering into the lives of pastors and leaders, we draw more from those fourteen
months than from the previous fourteen years of so-called “great success”!
It turned out for “the furtherance of the gospel”. (Philippians 1:12)
In 1988 I had my initial bout of coronary artery disease and with it experienced a
time of burn out. As a result, Margaret and I went on to experience ten months of no
preaching engagements or predictable income as self-supporting itinerants.
But what did this season result in?
It resulted in a greatly increased faith for finances. Because we kept our eyes on the
provider rather than the provision, the provision was always there.
We banked more in those ten months than in the previous ten months when we had
worked so very hard in striving to earn the dollars.
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CHAPTER THREE:

THE FRUIT OF PAIN
It was in that season that the Lord stamped into our hearts forever the knowledge
that He and He alone was our provider. We were empowered with a very vital lesson
for any itinerant to learn if he/she is to walk in financial freedom.
In order to pray for and write these first few volumes of Pages of Empowerment, it
was necessary to reduce my public ministry by a considerable amount. This, of
course, meant a significantly reduced income from that quarter. What empowered
us to take these steps of faith was the principles and convictions established during
that ten months of burnout and sickness.
It turned out for “the furtherance of the gospel”.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER
If you saw that God could redeem past hurt to become future testimony, how would
this change the way you viewed that past hurt?
Do the exercise and write down your conclusions.
What are some of the types of people that your past would qualify you to identify
with? How do you see yourself potentially able to help them? (Note: “potentially”.
Not what you feel capable of now but what could be possible, in the future, by His
grace).
Again, do the exercise and write down your conclusions.
Remember that healing and restoring confidence is a process. The Lord will never
push you beyond the stage of preparedness that He knows He has brought you to.
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CHAPTER FOUR:

WELLS OF LIFE

“BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL...
WHO REDEEMS YOUR LIFE
FROM DESTRUCTION.”
PSALM 103:2,4
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CHAPTER FOUR:

WELLS OF LIFE
Permit me to continue my testimony for a moment. In 1998, my old enemy of
coronary artery disease came back with a vengeance. I had to undergo an angiogram
and then hear the results that told me that I was beyond all surgical help. Even a
bypass was out of the question and would be reserved as a last-minute option to
save my life when that time came (even then it would be terribly risky).
They discovered that all my major arteries and most of my subsidiaries were multiply
blocked. On paper, my artery system looked like an old WW2 bomb-site that had
just received a payload from a squadron of Lancaster bombers. It was a myriad of
small x marks, all denoting a blockage of varying degrees.
I was so glad that, coming into the car-park prior to hearing this, the Holy Spirit
spoke a very powerful word into my heart. He said: “bind the power of the words you
are about to hear!” Margaret and I stopped and there in the car, did exactly that. Oh
am I glad that we listened to that voice. How wonderfully faithful the Lord is in such
situations. He really is the protector of our souls.
However, we are still mortal and our minds still vulnerable. Upon returning home,
the attacks of the enemy came to tell me that my life and ministry were effectively
over. The hellish onslaught of fiery darts came in their unrelenting waves.
About now, you may be thinking exactly that which was in my own mind at that time:
“Why Lord? What possible good can come from such a vicious attempt to destroy
this life and ministry?”
Good question. Now let me tell you what this all resulted in. I cried out for a clear
word from the Lord. I was so desperate to hear His voice that my heart was
uncluttered by so many of the qualifications and biases that so often condition our
ability to hear.
The word that He spoke into my heart at that time was powerful and clear. It had to
do with the spirit of the Lord enacting miraculous interventions on our behalf as we
stand and, in the power of His spirit, arise to combat satan’s lying devices. It resulted
in a revelation being established in my spirit concerning our authority and dominion
as believers.
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CHAPTER FOUR:

WELLS OF LIFE
Out of that encounter has been born such messages as “Overcomers Born to Rule”,
“Destroying the Power of Intimidation” and “Tearing Apart the Lion”. Literally
thousands of people have now been set free from intimidation as a result. (In later
volumes, I will share some of these life-transforming messages with you.)
It turned out for “the furtherance of the gospel”.
All of these experiences are wells of life. They have become deep, rich, fruit-bearing
deposits of God that could have become pools of bitterness and resentment if it
were not for 1) the redemptive power of the grace of God, and 2) our choice to
embrace it.
The tragedy is that there are thousands of people who go through all of life with such
incidents as a source of bitterness, instead of a source of life. They have never
appropriated the redeeming, healing power of the love of God and applied it to that
season or event. So it sits as a weight in their soul, a vulnerability of the spirit. It
destroys their joy and hinders their running the race of life.
Let each of us determine to embrace that redemptive grace so freely offered and
experience the transformation that it brings.
I say to you all, concerning the tragic events of life, if we allow the love of God to flow
in it’s redemptive power, it will take the negative potential and transform it into
positive life-giving potential.
My challenge is for you to take hold of the most painful, difficult, contradictory
season of your life and bring it to the cross. Then ask God to redeem it!
Ask Him to take it and bring forth from it healing oil for the lives of others.
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CHAPTER FOUR:

WELLS OF LIFE
THOUGHTS TO PONDER
Why do you think it is that many Christians have not cultivated a listening ear to His
voice? What are the things that most commonly stop us from hearing “that voice in
the car park”?
Now make a list of some of the situations in which one should automatically pause to
listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit.
Do the exercise and write them down. Now make a commitment to do so in the
future.
Discuss ways in which a word from the Holy Spirit to your heart can transform the
way things appear, both things in the past and things now.
Apply this principle to some “dark nights of the soul” in your own life. Ask Him now
to whisper in your ear a greater understanding of what He was endeavouring to
achieve at that time. Ask Him to show you how you can see it, even now, redeemed
to become a well of life.
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CHAPTER FIVE:

EMPOWERED BY
ADVERSITY

“BUT I WANT YOU TO KNOW,
BRETHREN, THAT THE THINGS
WHICH HAPPENED TO ME HAVE
ACTUALLY TURNED OUT FOR THE
FURTHERANCE OF THE GOSPEL.”
PHILIPPIANS 1:12
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CHAPTER FIVE:

EMPOWERED BY ADVERSITY
Let us now together consider:
Philippians 1:12
But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have
actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel.
What did Paul mean when he said: “the things that happened to me”? What
wonderful and exciting moments of revival and rejoicing was he referring to? After
all if they had furthered his calling in God they must have been so inspiring!
So many of God’s people believe the lie that in order for them to pursue their calling,
life must be gentle and kind to them. They have a concept that circumstances of
positive affirmation and encouragement are essential for them to be the entirety of
what God is calling them to be.
But stop and consider some of the “all things” that Paul was referring to in his own
life. In fact, let us ask him to put it in his own words.
2 Corinthians 11:23-27
“I am more: in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more
frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus
one. Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was
shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeys often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles,
in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among
false brethren; in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in
fastings often, in cold and nakedness...”
Paul had enough adversity to fill 20 life-times!
Yet that same Paul was able to write the book of Romans in which he declared:
All things work together for good, to those that love God. - Romans 8:28.
He was also able to write:
Giving thanks always for all things! - Ephesians 5:20.
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CHAPTER FIVE:

EMPOWERED BY ADVERSITY
Wow! All things? Yes. All things! But please note that they can only “work for good”
when there is love involved. It is God’s love in our hearts that makes all things work
together for good, for the purpose of the gospel.
We need to also understand that those who have an intimate love relationship with
God are those that have had a personal revelation of Him as their Father. Such a
revelation brings a tremendous security with it.
Because Paul was secure in the Father’s love, he interpreted the “all things” that had
happened to him in an entirely different way than someone without that sense of
security. He was not threatened by life but empowered by it!
Paul was a man that knew that because he acknowledged and honoured the Lord in
all of his ways, God (loving Father) was directing his path.
Proverbs 3:6
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.
Psalm 37:23
The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, and He delights in his way.
This was Paul’s secret, the key that kept his life triumphant.
He also had a deep personal conviction that the love of God in the human heart was
the transforming agent that turns pain and regret into understanding and hope.
That transforming power still works today!
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CHAPTER FIVE:

EMPOWERED BY ADVERSITY
THOUGHTS TO PONDER:
Can you think of people for whom difficult circumstances ultimately proved to have
positive results?
What do you see that positive result as being? Make a list of the people and the
results.
Have you previously stopped to acknowledge that God can now order your steps as
a Christian, as you are fully surrendered to Him?
If this is truly so (and it most certainly is), then what should our expectations be for
our future? In what way does this affect our personal sense of security?
Remember, the Father sees you as His son/daughter. He knows the pain and reality
of life at times and His heart never ceases to be available to you in such times.
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CHAPTER SIX:

RUNNING THE RACE

“LET US RUN WITH ENDURANCE THE
RACE THAT IS SET BEFORE US.”
HEBREWS 12:1
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CHAPTER SIX:

RUNNING THE RACE
In many ways a battle is like a race. With both you have those who compete, with
both you have goals to be achieved. To be successful in either you must diligently
train and prepare.
Part of that vital preparation is the painfully detailed analysis of one’s physical
readiness, one’s mental alertness, and one’s emotional stability, even one’s
“spiritual” focus. One does not go into a battle or a race with unnecessary baggage.
Let us now consider:
Hebrews 12:1
“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us.”
When considering this scripture there are three important thoughts that we must
examine: the weight, the sin, and the race.
The Weight
There are people that carry weights through life. People that never seem to break
totally free to run this race with the joy and delight which others seem to enjoy. They
look at those with fulfilling lives and wonder why life is more of a constant negative
struggle for them.
What are these “weights”? What produces them? Where do they come from?
The weight is not what happened to us in life though many have thought that to be
so. The weight is that which we took on board as a result of that which happened.
It is the unresolved issue, the misconception concerning people and events, the
illusion of wrongful intent that attached itself to our mind and emotions. It is that
victim mentality that allows us to view future events and people with an underlying
suspicion.
That “weight” then sits in our soul waiting the further fuelling of our enemy: it has
left us spiritually vulnerable and insecure.
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CHAPTER SIX:

RUNNING THE RACE
Friends, unresolved conflict is a negative weight in our soul and Paul tells us that we
must learn to “lay it aside”. We have to take it to the cross and leave it there.
The Sin
The sin that then “so easily ensnares us” is that wrongful attitude, reaction or
response to life and people that is the direct fruit of the “weight” that we now carry
in our soul.
We are talking of men and women who go through life with a rawness and
vulnerability. They have what I call a “sore spot” (an unhealed area of flesh that lies
hidden until you touch it). They go through life not seeing clearly and misinterpreting
the motives and actions of others towards them. The result is an over-sensitivity that
causes wrongful responses.
The Race
The race is one that we have to run with strength and endurance. It is so hard to run
the race of life with a lead-like weight in our soul!
The bible says that our energy in life comes from our God-given joy. (The joy of the
Lord is your strength. - Nehemiah 8:10). That joy comes from not only having an
intimate relationship with the Father and the security that that brings, but also from
having an uncluttered heart.
Unresolved conflict clutters the heart, destroys our joy, and drains our energy and
drive. We become like a person running a race with lead weights attached. We live
this life with an inbuilt disadvantage, a bias towards the negative; instead of the
releasing, empowering joy of the Lord that we are designed to run with.
The Lord so desires to empower you for this race of life. As you dare to trust Him and
open your heart for His healing grace, the shackles will be broken and the weights
removed.
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CHAPTER SIX:

RUNNING THE RACE
THOUGHTS TO PONDER:
Can you think of someone that you would consider one whose life has been
destroyed by their inability to respond positively to a wrong committed against
them?
Discuss the power that unforgiveness has to become a “virus” of the soul. What do
you think that means? Discuss how these elements reach out to contaminate all that
is around them.
They say that bitterness is the “cancer of the soul”. What are the parallels between
the two?
What instruction can you personally receive (in your present situation) from these
points discussed?
Still hurting?
Take a moment right now to ask the Lord to make His love personal and real to you.
It has wonderfully restorative power.
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CHAPTER SEVEN:

PRODUCING INVINCIBLE
FAITH
“...LOOKING UNTO JESUS,
THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER
OF OUR FAITH, WHO FOR THE JOY
THAT WAS SET BEFORE HIM
ENDURED THE CROSS, DESPISING
THE SHAME, AND HAS SAT DOWN
AT THE RIGHT HAND OF
THE THRONE OF GOD.”
HEBREWS 12:2
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CHAPTER SEVEN:

PRODUCING INVINCIBLE FAITH
Because Jesus knew the outcome of the process (the joy that was set before Him and
the throne of authority), He was able to go through the process. He endured
betrayal, ridicule, humiliation, the intense physical pain and deep emotional trauma
of the cross. He did so with dignity and triumph because he knew the outcome of the
process; His eternal triumph!
The suffering that others afflicted upon Jesus was not a cancellation of the dream
but became the very process through which His dream would be realised.
Let me share with you the key. The attitude of Jesus concerning the cross
determined the outcome of the cross!
Lazarus.
(You can read about him in John 11)
Have you ever felt let down, disappointed with the response of others, maybe even
God Himself? Think for a moment about Lazarus.
Lazarus would never forget that when he was sick Jesus left him alone for four days
until he died! How could you forget a thing like that! But did he remember that with
bitterness? No! He remembered it with great gratitude because that tomb gave him
an invincible faith in his ministry in the years to come. You see, Jesus didn’t leave him
in the tomb. It was not the final chapter; it was part of the process!
For the rest of his life, Lazarus would have had the most awesome of testimonies. He
would also have had an incredible faith for the healing of others as he constantly
recalled God’s miraculous power in his own life.
What made the difference?
What was the pivotal moment that turned it one way or the other, death or life?
I think the pivotal moment came in John 11:43-44 when Jesus called out “Lazarus
come forth!”
In other words: “Lazarus come on out of there! I have a new commission for you!”
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Lazarus (like so many today) could have responded, "Forget it!", "You let me down,
you let me suffer, and you even let me die!” (His vision, his hopes, his dreams), "Why
should I trust you now?", "I don’t feel like accepting a new ministry commission. I
don’t feel like a new chance at an abundant, fruitful life. I feel angry and embittered."
Lazarus could have responded like that. But, fortunately for Lazarus, he responded
to the call in obedience. Against all logic and reason he answered the Master’s call
and a great miracle of resurrection took place.
I believe God is calling to men and women all over the globe right now “Lazarus!
Tom! Susie! Peter! Come forth!” He is saying that it is a day of new beginnings and
everything that has happened to you can be turned around for good and for the
furtherance of the gospel.
God’s heart towards you right now is that He might loose you from those old “grave
clothes” of unforgiveness and release you into the restorative power of His love.
Experiencing His grace in this way is the first step towards you being able to see
yourself as the overcoming warrior that God intends to make you. “Dry bones” can
really live! That is the miracle of the God that we serve.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER:
Lazarus had a sickness of the body. What are other areas that people can become
“sick” in?
What are some of the reasons why people find it hard to let go of the past?
Why is it that some of God’s most powerfully used Christian leaders today are those
who have gone through great personal challenges and contradiction?
Could it be that God has been preparing them to identify with the pain of others to
whom they now minister?
Consider Job, Lazarus and so many others for whom God turned tragedy into
triumph and look at ways in which He can do that for you also.
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CHAPTER EIGHT:

A TRIUMPHANT SPIRIT

“NOW NO CHASTENING SEEMS TO
BE JOYFUL FOR THE PRESENT,
BUT PAINFUL; NEVERTHELESS,
AFTERWARD IT YIELDS
THE PEACEABLE FRUIT OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS TO THOSE WHO
HAVE BEEN TRAINED BY IT.”
HEBREWS 12:11
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A TRIUMPHANT SPIRIT
It is always good, when going through the process to keep one’s eyes on the outcome:
God’s intended result. He wants to create in us wells of life for others to drink from,
resources of compassion and identification. It is in the very process of adversity itself
that He forges within us the spirit of triumph. It is created within us through seeing
His grace prevail in such times.
Notice that His promised goal is for those who are positively “trained” by their
circumstances and their responses to those circumstances.
Hebrews 12:12-13 continue: Therefore (as a result of understanding this principle)
strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and make straight
paths for your feet, so that, what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.
Note God’s heart and intention. “... but rather, be healed!” God’s intention is never for
our hurt but always that, through the process, we shall be healed and strengthened.
Truly, that which “the enemy has meant for evil, He will turn for good”. God’s desire is
that we will understand this principle of life and that, consequently, we will be
encouraged to have the right responses of heart.
It can go either way, ongoing pain or healing. It’s a choice that people must make. We
choose either a life of bitterness or a life of peace and Christ-likeness. Friends, it’s a
choice! And I know which one sounds the most attractive to me!
Back up for a moment to Philippians 1:12-14.
But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have
actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, so that it has become evident to
the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; and most of
the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold
to speak the word without fear.
The empowering of others! A source of witness! People can see it! You have gone
through the fire but there is no smell of smoke!
As I look back on many years of serving the Lord, I am impressed by the impact upon
my life of so many wonderful people.
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A TRIUMPHANT SPIRIT
Many of these have enriched my life but a few have gone beyond that to effect
radical change in my values and personal life. As I more closely examine their lives, I
come up with an amazing truth: these are those who have been touched by pain.
Pain can come in so many forms and is unique to each individual. What is a deep
trauma to one is sometimes not at all so to another but, for the individual
experiencing it at that time, it has the potential to scar and destroy. Trauma and pain
can be turned against us to become a skilful instrument of torture in the hands of a
ruthless adversary. But does it have to be so?
The beauty of life and character that I have seen in the people that I have mentioned,
tells me very loudly that it does not need to be so at all.
Paul’s godly responses to contradictions and pain enabled him to run the race with
joy, live life to it’s fullest, and empower others with his overcoming, triumphant
spirit!
Friends, that is what I want as my life testimony.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER:
What are some of the attributes of character that you would expect to see in one
that claimed to truly represent Jesus?
In what kind of circumstances would these most brilliantly shine as a witness to
those watching on?
It is said that the Lord’s grace in any situation is “but the breath of a prayer away”.
If this is so, what hinders people from pausing to appropriate His help in such
times?
Remember, His grace is both supernatural and totally available. Think of your
most challenging incident or relationship and ask Him for that grace right now. It
will empower you to love.
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CHAPTER NINE:

STEPS TO EMPOWERMENT

“FOR YOU, LORD, ARE GOOD, AND
READY TO FORGIVE,
AND ABUNDANT IN MERCY TO ALL
THOSE WHO CALL UPON YOU.”
PSALM 86:5
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STEPS TO EMPOWERMENT
Before listing the steps below, I want to make a comment for any of those who may
be struggling to come to their place of surrender and freedom. Let me encourage you
to confide in a godly counselor and friend that may help you walk through some of
the more difficult moments. If you feel yourself unable to embrace a particular step,
do not be discouraged and walk away from the process. Reach out! That’s what
friends are for.
So what are the steps?
Firstly: acknowledge the reality of that incident or season. Do not try to block it out
or avoid it. Accept it as a reality. Evasion and avoidance may relieve the pain for a
moment but, ultimately, they only drive the wound deeper into the human spirit.
As you turn to face its reality, remember whose loving arms you are being held by.
You can dare to trust Him.
Secondly: acknowledge responsibility for any part of it that is of your own making
(repentance, if that is the case). Acknowledgement and repentance are essential
elements of freedom. Ownership may appear painful but the surgeon’s knife comes
accompanied with His healing oil. Like any cancer, it is best to have it all taken out to
ensure a healthy and productive future.
Thirdly: acknowledge the power of forgiveness! Consider God’s forgiveness towards
yourself. Accept it and confess it! Thank God for it. There is neither sin nor failure
greater than the grace of God responding to a repentant heart. Join the ranks of
those overwhelmed by the magnitude of His love.
Then, consider your forgiveness towards others (those that have wronged you).
You need to unconditionally release them, asking that you may become a channel of
God’s love to them. Not just a passive lack or resentment but a proactive life of love
and prayer towards that individual.
You need to take your unforgiveness and pain to the cross and leave it there! Then
walk away in freedom.
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Finally, ask God to now use that incident or season as a well of life for others. Ask
Him to apply His redemptive grace to it and transform its future potential to minister
to broken people through your own life. It will then no longer be a well of bitterness,
but a well of compassion and identification that will grant hope and empowerment to
scores of other lives.
Friends, life’s contradictions can be memories of pain and sources of anger.
Or they can be memories of gratitude at the grace of God and sources of victory and
life!
Jesus said in John 15:11
"These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may remain in you, and that your joy
may be full."
He wants us to experience the awesome, energising, empowering joy of a
supernatural God! That is His motivation towards you. The choice is yours, and yours
alone.
God is breathing life into His dry bones and all over the world right now, they are
standing upon their feet with new hope and faith for the future. No bone is too dry
and no circumstance too great.
Settle the issue right now that you are a candidate for His empowering grace and
that you can leave the past behind.
Now, arise and stand with dignity as you reach out and embrace your God-given
destiny alongside your fellow warriors in Christ.
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STEPS TO EMPOWERMENT
THOUGHTS TO PONDER:
What steps are becoming clear to you as being necessary, if one is to fully
appropriate God’s restorative work in their life?
Pray this prayer. “Father, I want to thank you for your redeeming grace in my life. I
now accept your restorative love and determine to see it channelled into the lives of
others. Please empower me to that end. In Jesus name, amen.”
Part of becoming whole is the need to help others. Make a short list of those that you
can help come to a more positive understanding of life’s challenges.
Now, commit yourself to praying for them daily for a while and see if the Lord would
have you share an encouraging word with them. Remember to ask the Lord for
sensitivity and wisdom when you do.
Settle it. You are now a well of life that others can be enriched by. What an awesome
privilege!
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In closing, let me remind you of our closing statement from Volume One...

THE BATTLE IS HIS

It is fought with His grace, His protection,
His power, His enabling.
Your part is to be willing.
You must volunteer to have the privilege of
being one of His restored warriors of faith.
As such, you will become His instrument to
bring about His triumph in the lives of others.

Till then,
Love and God bless,
David.
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